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EDUCATION 
 
Aug. 2004 – Aug. 2010 University of Southern California 
  Doctor of Philosophy in Preventive Medicine (Health Behavior Research) 
   Los Angeles, California 

 
Aug. 2000 - Dec. 2001 University of Southern California  

Master of Public Health (Health Promotion) 
Los Angeles, California 
 

Aug. 1996 – May 2000 Arizona State University 
Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science/Minor in Psychology   
Tempe, Arizona 

EMPLOYMENT 

Nov. 2015 – Present Assistant Professor 
   Mayo Clinic, Health Sciences Research 
   Mayo Clinic Cancer Center, Office of Health Disparities Research 
   Center for Clinical and Translational Science, Office of Community Engaged Research 
 
Oct. 2012 – Nov. 2015 Research Associate 
   Mayo Clinic 

Jun. 2013 – Present  Adjunct Faculty 
   Arizona State University 
   College of Health Solutions 

July 2014 – Present  Associate Editor 
   Tobacco Regulatory Science 

Aug. 2010 – Oct.2012 Cancer Research Training Award (CRTA) Post-Doctoral Fellow 
Office of the Associate Director (Science of Team Science), &  
Process of Care Research Branch 
Behavioral Research Program 
Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences 
National Cancer Institute 

Aug. 2005 – Aug. 2010  Predoctoral Trainee 
Ruth L. Kirchstein NRSA Institutional Research Training Grant  
in Cancer Control & Epidemiology 
Institute for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Research 
Department of Preventive Medicine, Health Behavior Research Division 

   Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California  



Aug. 2004 – Aug. 2005 Research Assistant 
   Transdisciplinary Drug Abuse Prevention Research Center (TPRC) & 

  Step Toward Effective Prevention (STEP) Social Network Supplemental Grant 
Department of Preventive Medicine, Health Behavior Research Division 

   Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California  
 
PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS  

Ginexi, EM, Huang, G, Steketee, M, Tsakraklides, S, MacAllum, K, Bromberg, J, Huffman, A, Luke, DA, 
Leischow, SJ, Okamoto, J, Rogers, T (2017). Social network analysis of a scientist-practitioner research 
initiative established to facilitate science dissemination and implementation within states and communities. 
Research Evaluation.  

Leischow, SJ, Okamoto, J, McIntoch, S, Ossip, DJ, Lando, H (2017).Network analysis of global tobacco 
control collaboration: data from the World Conference on Tobacco or Health (WCTOH). BMC Public Health, 
17(1): 338. 

Leischow, SJ, Hays, JT, Glynn, TJ, Kemper, KE, Okamoto, J, Hurt, RD (2016). Global Bridges: development and 
analysis of a tobacco treatment network. The Journal of Smoking Cessation, 11(2): 90-98. 

Bondaryk, M, Okamoto, J, Henderson, PN, & Leischow, SJ (2016). Master Settlement Agreement compliance 
tobacco directories: A tool to track tribally manufactured cigarettes. Nicotine & tobacco research. 18(5): 
1311-1314. 

Wang, L, Zhan, Y, Li, Q, Zeng, DD, Leischow, SJ, Okamoto, J (2015). An examination of electronic cigarette 
content on social media: analysis of e-cigarette flavor content on Reddit. International Journal of 
Environmental and Public Health Research, 12: 14933-14952. 

Leischow, SJ, Li, DC, Okamoto, J, Liu, H (2015). Tobacco regulatory science: implementing a new journal for 
tobacco control. Tobacco Regulatory Science, 1(1): 3-9. 

Okamoto, J. (2015). Scientific collaboration and team science: a social network analysis of the centers for 
population health and health disparities. Translational behavioral medicine, 5(1), 12-23. 

Rutten, LJF, Blake, KD, Agunwamba, AA, Grana, RA, Wilson, PM, Ebbert, JO, Okamoto, J, & Leischow, SJ 
(2015). Use of e-cigarettes among current smokers: associations among reasons for use, quit intentions, 
and current tobacco use. Nicotine & Tobacco Research, 17(10): 1228-1234. 

Li DC, Okamoto J, Leischow S, Liu H (2014). An author topic analysis of tobacco regulation investigators. 
Lecture Notes in Computer Science (including subseries Lecture Notes in Artificial Intelligence and Lecture 
Notes in Bioinformatics), 8643:616-27. 

Li D, Okamoto J, Liu H, Leischow S (2014). An author topic analysis on NCI DCP/DCCPS PIs. ACM BCB 2014 - 
5th ACM Conference on Bioinformatics, Computational Biology, and Health Informatics. 607-8. 

Stipelman, BA, Hall, KL, Zoss, A, Okamoto, J, Stokols, D, Borner, K (2014). Mapping the impact of 
transdisciplinary research: A visual comparison of investigator-initiated and team-based tobacco use 
research publications. Journal of Translational Medicine & Epidemiology, 2(2): 1033. 

Mumford, EA, Okamoto, J, Taylor, BG (2013). Middle school sexual harassment, peer violence, and social 
networks. American Journal of Health Behavior, 37(6): 768-779. 



Vogel, AL, Feng, AX, Oh, A, Hall, KL, Stipelman, BA, Okamoto, J, Stokols, D, Moser, RP, Perna, F, Nebeling, L 
(2012). Influence of a National Cancer Institute Transdisciplinary Research and Training Initiative on 
Trainees’ Collaborative Orientation, Research Skills, and Scholarly Productivity. Translational Behavioral 
Medicine, 2(4): 459-468. 

Huang, GC, Okamoto, J, Valente, TW, Sun, P, Johnson, CA, Unger, JB (2012). Effects of media and social 
standing on smoking behaviors among adolescents in China. Journal of Children and Media, 6(1): 100-118. 

Okamoto, J, Valente, TW, Pentz, MA, Sun, P, Milam, J, Schwartz, D, & Johnson, CA (2011). Social network 
status and depression among adolescents: An examination of social network influences and depressive 
symptoms in a Chinese sample. Research in Human Development, 8(1), 67-88. 

Okamoto, J, Mendenhall, BM, Toboni, M, Cloum, de Castro Buffington, S, Cantu, M, Valente, T (2011). The 
Influence of Health Knowledge in Shaping Political Priorities: Examining HIV/AIDS Knowledge and Public 
Opinion about Global Health and Domestic Policies. Global Public Health, 6(8): 830-842. 

Okamoto, J, Sakuma, KL, PeiPei, Q, Yan, H, Palmer, PH, Johnson, CA (2011) A qualitative exploration of 
youth in the “new” China: Perspectives on tobacco use from adolescents in Southwest China. Asia-Pacific 
Journal of Public Health, 24(2): 296-307. 

Okamoto, J, Ritt-Olson, A, Soto, D, Baezconde-Garbanati, L, Unger, JB (2009). Perceived discrimination and 
substance use among Latino adolescents. American Journal of Health Behavior, 33(6): 718-727. 

Valente, T., Okamoto, J., Pumpuang, P., Okamoto, P, & Sussman, S. (2007) Differences in perceived 
implementation of a standard versus peer-led interactive substance abuse prevention program. American 
Journal of Health Behavior, 31(3): 297-311. 

Valente, T, Ritt-Olson, A, Stacy, A, Unger, JB, Okamoto, J, & Sussman, S (2007). Peer acceleration: effects of 
a social network tailored substance abuse prevention program among high risk adolescents. Addiction, 
102:1804-1815. 

BOOK CHAPTERS & REPORTS 

Okamoto, J, Leischow, SJ, Liu, H, Li, D (2014, Updating for 2018). Bibliometric and content analysis of 
NIH/FDA-supported tobacco regulatory science:  a research report on the scope and boundaries of tobacco 
regulatory science. Report contracted for the U.S. Federal Drug Administration Center for Tobacco Products 
and the National Institutes of Health Office of Disease Prevention Tobacco Regulatory Science Program. 

Okamoto, J, Leischow, SJ Global Cancer Prevention (2014, 2018). In D. Alberts & L.M. Hess (Eds.), 
Fundamentals of Cancer Prevention. Berlin: Spring-Verlag. 

Urban, JB, Osgood, N, Okamoto, J, Mabry, PL, Lich, K (2014). Developmental systems science: Extending 
developmental science with systems science methodologies. In P.C.M. Molenaar, K.M. Newell, & R.M. 
Lerner (Eds.), Handbook of Developmental Systems Theory and Methodology. NY: Guilford Press. 

MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW 

Okamoto, J, Stipelman, BA, Huang, GC, Hall, KA. Assessing team science through collaboration: Mapping 
and comparison of co-authorship ties across 15 years of tobacco control research. 

Leischow, SJ, Okamoto, J, Moor, G, Chang, YH, Henderson, PN. Mapping Smoke-Free Tribal Casinos. 

Okamoto, J, Leischow, SJ. Mapping tobacco regulatory science research in the United States, 2012-2016. 



MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION 

Okamoto, J, Valente, TW, Nez Henderson, P, Leischow, SJ. Collaboration and planning in a health advocacy 
coalition: Analysis of a Navajo community coalition network for smoke-free policies 

Okamoto, J, Omar, F, Leischow, SJ, Abukar, MA. Social network support and healthcare utilization, access to 
care, and health literacy among Somali refugees. 

Okamoto, J, Moor, G, Nez Henderson, P, Leischow, SJ. Smokefree policy in Navajo Nation: trends and 
change over time of elected official opinions regarding smokefree policy 

INVITED TALKS, SYMPOSIA, & WORKSHOPS 

Okamoto, J, Leischow, SJ. How international transdisciplinary collaboration can support tobacco product 
regulation. WHO Tobacco Free Initiative Technical Consultation & Capacity Building on Tobacco Product 
Testing & Disclosure, New Delhi, India, April 27-29, 2016. 

Okamoto, J. Team Science: what is it, why is it important, and is it relevant to my work? Science of Medicine 
Seminar, Mayo Clinic, Scottsdale, AZ, May 21, 2015. 

Okamoto, J. Brief introduction to network analysis. Fall 2014 Inter-Tribal Council of Arizona Epidemiology 
Working Group Meeting, Phoenix, AZ, September 10, 2014. 

Okamoto, J. Introduction to network analysis: concepts, methods, and applications. Invited pre-conference 
workshop to be presented at the 2012 National Hispanic Science Network 12th Annual International 
Conference, San Diego, CA, September 26-29, 2012. 

Okamoto, J. Assessing the impact of Team Science through network analysis: An examination of scientific 
collaboration networks. Invited talk presented at the Institute on Systems Science and Health, Washington 
University, St. Louis, MO, June 10-15, 2012. 

Valente, TW, Okamoto, J (Presenter). Network interventions: A taxonomy of behavior change interventions 
for implementation research. Talk presented at the 5th Annual NIH Conference on the Science of 
Dissemination and Implementation: Research at the Crossroads, Bethesda, MD, March 19-20, 2012.  

Okamoto, J. The intersection of network analysis and developmental science. Plenary talk presented at The 
Society for the Study of Human Development 7th Biennial Meeting in Providence, RI, October 28-29, 2011 

Urban, JB, Mabry, PL, Osgood, N, Okamoto, J, Lich, K. Developmental Systems Science: Extending 
Developmental Science with Systems Science Applications. Invited presentation at the Conference on 
Inductive Developmental Systems Theory in State College, PA, October 31-November 1, 2011. 

Okamoto, J. Introduction to network analysis. Workshop presented at The Society for the Study of Human 
Development 7th Biennial Meeting in Providence, RI, October 28-29, 2011 

Okamoto, J. The CPHHD Scientific Collaboration Network: Preliminary analysis of the baseline network and 
collaboration survey. Talk presented at the annual grantee meeting for the Centers for Population Health 
and Health Disparities in Chicago, IL, June 28-30, 2011 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (First/Presenting Author only) 

Okamoto, J, Omar, F, Leischow, SJ, Abukar, MA. Social network support and healthcare utilization, access to 
care, and health literacy among Somali refugees. Presented at the International Sunbelt Social Network 
Conference, Newport Beach, CA, April 5-10, 2016. 



Okamoto, J, Henderson, PN, Leischow, SJ. Navajo Smoking Policy and Health Survey: opinions and beliefs 
about smoke-free policies of Navajo elected officials. Presented at The Society for Research on Nicotine and 
Tobacco (SRNT) 2016 Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, March 2-5, 2016. 

Okamoto, J, Lando, H, McIntosh, S, Ossip, D, Leischow, SJ. Mapping global tobacco control activities: a pilot 
study of 2015 World Conference on Tobacco or Health (WCTOH) attendees. Presented at The Society for 
Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT) 2016 Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, March 2-5, 2016. 

Okamoto, J, Valente, TW, Nez Henderson, P, Leischow, SJ. Collaboration and planning in a health advocacy 
coalition: Analysis of a Navajo community coalition network for smoke-free policies. Presented at the 
Sunbelt Conference of the International Network for Social Network Analysis, Brighton, UK, June 23-28, 2015 

Okamoto, J, Liu, H, Li, D, Leischow, SJ. Archival information as a collaboration tool: Assessing the potential 
of bibliometric and content analysis as a tool to aid research collaboration and organization in Tobacco 
Regulatory Science. Presented at the 5th Annual International Science of Team Science (SciTS) Conference, 
Austin, TX, August 6-8, 2014. 

Okamoto, J, Leischow, SJ, Liu, H, Li, D. Content and bibliometric analysis of tobacco regulatory science 
research: exploring a developing research field. Presented at the 34th International Sunbelt Social Network 
Conference, St. Pete Beach, FL, February 18-22, 2014. 

Okamoto, J, Hurt, R, Kemper, K, Hays, JT, Glynn, TJ, Leischow, SJ. Global bridges healthcare alliance for 
tobacco dependence treatment: Network analysis of an international healthcare professional training 
network. Presented at the SRNT 20th Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA; February 5-8, 2014. 

Okamoto, J, Breslau, ES. State funding and health system factors associated with cancer mortality in older 
adults in the United States: 1999-2008. Presented at the APHA 140th Annual Meeting and Expo, San 
Francisco, CA, October 27-31, 2012. 

Okamoto, J, Mumford, EA, Taylor, BG. Teen relationship violence and social network characteristics. 
Presented at the 32nd International Sunbelt Social Network Conference, Redondo Beach, CA, March 12-18, 
2012. 

Okamoto, J. Mapping 20 Years of the Science of Prevention: A Bibliometric Study of Prevention Science 
Research. Poster presented at The Society for Prevention Research 19th Annual Meeting in Washington, DC, 
May 31-June 3, 2011. 

Okamoto, J, Johnson, CA, Leventhal, A, Milam, J, Pentz, MA, Schwartz, D, Valente, TW. The Classroom Social 
Network and Depressive Symptoms: Do Network Composition and Characteristics Influence Adolescent 
Depression? Presented at The Society of Behavioral Medicine’s 32nd Annual Meeting and Scientific Sessions 
in Washington, DC, April 27-30, 2011. 

Okamoto, J, Valente, TW, Milam, J, Sun, P, Leventhal, A, Pentz, MA, Schwartz, D, Johnson, CA. The Individual 
within the Peer Context in Adolescent Depression: The Effects of Peers’ Self-Efficacy & Depressive 
Symptoms. Presented at The 18th Annual Meeting of the Society for Prevention Research, Denver, CO, June 
1-4, 2010 

Okamoto, J, Vogel, AL, Hall, KL, Srinivasan, S, Shariff-Marco, S, & the CPHHD Evaluation Working Group. 
Assessing the impact of a transdisciplinary team science initiative on scientific collaboration networks. 
Poster presented at The 2nd Annual International Science of Team Science (SciTS) Conference, Chicago, IL, 
April 11-14, 2011 



Okamoto, J, Sakuma, KL, Palmer, PH, Johnson, CA. Chinese Adolescents’ perspectives on tobacco use: A 
qualitative exploration of youth in the “new” China. Poster presented at The American Public Health 
Association 137th Annual Meeting & Exposition, Philadelphia, PA, November 7-11, 2009 

Okamoto, J, Mendenhall, BM, Toboni, M, Cloum, de Castro Buffington, S, Cantu, M, Valente, T. The 
Influence of Health Knowledge in Shaping Political Priorities: Exploring HIV/AIDS Knowledge, Global Health 
and Domestic Concerns. Presented at The American Public Health Association 137th Annual Meeting & 
Exposition, Philadelphia, PA, November 7-11, 2009 

Okamoto, J, Nam, Y, de Castro Buffington, S, Cantu, M, Valente, T. Can Primetime Drama Change Health 
Knowledge & Priorities? An evaluation of a Law & Order: SVU storyline, HIV/AIDS Knowledge, Global Health, 
and Domestic Priorities. Presented at The American Public Health Association 137th Annual Meeting & 
Exposition, Philadelphia, PA, November 7-11, 2009 

Okamoto, J, Milam, J, Ritt-Olson, A, Sakuma, KK, Gallaher, P, Xiao, L, Johnson, CA. Positive Psychology and 
the Development of Optimal Health among Adolescents in Chengdu, China. Poster presented at the USC 
Fogarty Pacific Rim Global Health Framework Symposium on Health Promotion in South Asia and the Pacific 
Rim in the Era of Globalization in Los Angeles, CA, April 2007. 

Okamoto, J., Ritt-Olson, A., Unger, J. Perceived Discrimination and Substance Use Among Latino 
Adolescents. Poster presented at The Society of Behavioral Medicine’s 27th Annual Meeting and Scientific 
Sessions in San Francisco, CA, March 22-25, 2005. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Fall 2008 & Fall 2009 Co-Instructor: University of Southern California, Master of Public Health Program 

PM 536: Program Evaluation 

Spring 2009 Teaching Assistant: University of Southern California, Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention Studies Undergraduate Degree Program 

 HP 400: Culture, Lifestyle, and Health 

Spring 2007 Teaching Assistant: University of Southern California, Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention Studies Undergraduate Degree Program 

 HP 440: Happiness, Well-Being, and Health 

CONSULTING  

 Inter-Tribal Council of Arizona, Tribal Epidemiology Center (Social network analysis and Evaluation) 

 National Cancer Institute, Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences, Behavioral Research 
Program, Science of Team Science (Social network analysis and Evaluation) 

 National Opinion Research Center (NORC), University of Chicago (Social network survey design, data 
collection, and analysis) 

 Health Practices Research Institute (Social Network Data Analysis and Management) 

 University of California San Diego, Department of Psychiatry, Center for Criminality & Addiction 
Research, Training, & Application (Training and Curriculum Development) 

 Hollywood Health & Society (USC Norman Lear Center; Evaluation Design and Data Analysis) 

 InSource (Social network analysis and Evaluation) 

 Urban Indian Health Institute (Social network analysis consultation) 



AWARDS & HONORS 

Nov. 2015 – May 2016 Conference Program Chair, Annual Science of Team Science Conference 

August 2012  NIH Merit Award, Group Award for NCI Science of Team Science (SciTS) 

April 2011  Citation Abstract Award – SBM Annual Meeting 

Aug. 2010 – Oct. 2012  Cancer Research Training Award (CRTA), National Cancer Institute 

May 2010  Early Career Travel Award: Society for Prevention Research 

Mar. 2005  Meritorious Student Poster Award – SBM Annual Meeting  

Mar. 2005  Citation Abstract Award – SBM Annual Meeting 

May 2004  Distinguished Alumni Award – University of Southern California MPH Program 

EDITORIAL DUTIES 

July 2014 – Present Tobacco Regulatory Science, Associate Editor 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

January 2012 – present Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco 

May 2010 – present  International Network for Social Network Analysis 

May 2007 - present Society for Prevention Research 

Jan. 2005 - present  Society of Behavioral Medicine 

CERTIFICATIONS 

Oct. 2001 – 2013 Certified Health Education Specialist (CHES ID # 9307) 
 
REFEREE/REVIEWER: 

 Health Education Research, 2008-present 

 Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 2007-present 

 Connections (Social Network Journal), 2006-present 

 Society for Behavioral Medicine (Annual Meeting Abstract Reviewer –Environmental & Contextual 
Factors in Health & Behavior Change), 2010-present 

 Nicotine & Tobacco Research, 2010-present 

 Tobacco Control, 2013-present 

 Child Development, 2012-present 

 Evaluation Review, 2012-present 

RESEARCH SUPPORT 
 

Ongoing Research Support 

R01 DA037378     Zeng, Daniel Dajun; Leischow, Scott (PI)  06/15/2014-07/31/2019 



National Institute on Drug Abuse 
Understanding E-Cigarette Adoption and Marketing: A Social Media Study 
This proposed interdisciplinary e-cigarette project will provide social media data-driven scientific findings and 
technology-driven informatics tools to address the FDA CTP research priorities concerning understanding of 
reasons for e-cigarette use, e-cigarettes' health effects and efficacy as a smoking reduction and cessation aid, 
and vendors' marketing practice and related stakeholders' response. An integrated Web-based social media 
informatics system, along with a live data collection dedicated to e-cigarette research, will provide much-
needed information and situational awareness support to benefit CTP missions and regulatory work. 
Role: Co-Investigator   
U01 CA154300     Leischow, Scott (PI)    09/01/2011-08/30/2017 
National Cancer Institute 
Networks among Tribal Organizations for Clean Air Policies (NATO CAP) 
The overarching goal of this proposal is to critically analyze the Team Navajo network and related legislative 
environment in order to improve Team Navajo’s ability to influence the adoption and implementation of 
comprehensive smoke-free policies in all workplaces and public places on the Navajo Nation. 
Role: Co-Investigator 
 
Health Disparities Pilot Project  Njeru, Jane (PI)     01/01/2017-12/31/2017 
Mayo Clinic Office of Health Disparities Research 
Social network analysis for health behaviors among Hispanic and Somali adults at risk for cardiovascular 
disease 
The aims of this project are to conduct a social network analysis to identify community peer interventionists 
and assess existing social structures that contribute to health behaviors among Hispanic and Somali adults at 
risk for cardiovascular disease. This will inform the development of a sustainable, peer-delivered social 
network intervention to improve dietary behaviors in these populations 
Role: Co-Investigator 
 
UL1TR000135   Khosla, Sundeep (PI)    09/30/3006-12/31/2017 
National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences 
Mayo Clinic Center for Clinical and Translational Science (CCATS) 
The overall goal of the Mayo Clinic CTSA is to continue to build a broad-based and integrated home for clinical 
and translational science (CTS) at Mayo Clinic that will ultimately improve human health. In this context, we 
seek to make the Mayo CTSA and the resources it leverages both an engine of efficiency for clinical and 
translational research and at the same time a driver of innovation. We also seek to integrate our local activities 
with consortium wide efforts directed at coordination and alignment.  
Role: Key Personnel (Evaluation) 
 
Completed Research Support 
 
Community Health: Assessment and Improvement Measures Program (CHAMP) grant 
     Mangold, Aaron (PI)   2016/06/01-2017/05/31 
Mayo Clinic Center for Clinical and Transitional Science (CCaTS) 
Improving Access to Care Through the Establishment of a Local, Tele-Dermatology Network 
This study utilizes a mixed-method, cross sectional design study focused on the implementation as well as 
refinement of tele-dermatology at a community partner clinical site. The specific aims include: 1) improve 
access to care through implementation of store and forward technology at a community partner clinical site, 2) 
educate community practitioners at the community partner clinical site on key areas in dermatology, and 3) 
create a local, volunteer referral network for dermatologic care in the greater Phoenix area.  
Role: Co-Investigator 
 



CHAMP grant    White, Richard (PI)   2015/06/01-2016/05/31 
Mayo Clinic Center for Clinical and Transitional Science (CCaTS) 
Patient-Centered Approaches to Addressing Obesity in the Community: Acknowledging Stigma and 
Improving Primary Care 
Utilizing a mixed-method, cross-sectional design, this project aims (1) to assess quantitatively the current 
quality of obesity counseling in primary care at two Mayo-supported community clinics with attention to 
disparate processes of care, and (2) conduct in-depth, qualitative assessments to describe experiences with 
weight management for diverse obese patients seeking care at these community-based clinics located in FL & 
AZ. The long-term objectives are to inform the translation of evidence-based guidelines into patient-centered 
approaches to weight management and the development of multi-media interventions targeting care delivery 
and outcomes for at risk patients in community settings. 
Role: Co-Investigator 
 
Health Disparities Pilot Project  Okamoto, Janet (PI)    01/01/2015-12/31/2015 
Mayo Clinic Office of Health Disparities Research 
Somali Tobacco Outreach & Research Initiative (STORI) 
This community-based, mixed methods study employing quantitative surveys and qualitative focus groups will 
assess tobacco use behaviors, perceptions, and barriers to cessation. Healthcare access and clinical service 
utilization will also be assessed in order to inform future reduction and cessations studies. Social networks will 
be examined in relation to accessing information about health and tobacco use. Long term objectives related 
to this study are the development of community-based interventions for tobacco use prevention, reduction, 
and cessation tailored to reduce disparities related tobacco use among the Somali community.  
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
R01CA128638     Leischow, Scott (PI)    06/01/2008-04/30/2013 
National Cancer Institute 
Knowledge Integration in Quitlines: Networks that Improve Cessation 
The proposed study is to better understand the network and communications mechanisms by which 
stakeholders in an existing and well-defined tobacco control network interact, share new evidence, make 
decisions on how and when to implement new knowledge, and actually adopt practices that they believe will 
improve quitline outcomes. 
Role: Key Personnel 
 


